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Research for the Public Good

trative Dat rch Network “...primary legislation should be

Improving Acces

sought to provide a generic
Foport o fhae Aciinictiatve Data Toekiorke legal gateway for research

and statistical purposes
that enables efficient access to,
and linkage between,
administrative data held by
different government departments,
agencies and other statutory
bodies.”
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Digital Economy Act 2017
2017 CHAPTER 30

An Act to make provision about electronic conmunications infrastructure and
services; fo provide for restricting access to online pornography; to make
Provasaim alseral proteciion ol invbellec tual propetly oo Sonameclion weith
electronic communications; to make proviston about data-sharing; bo make
ProVISIon i comnection with section 65 of the Teleconmmunications Act 1984
o make provisien about hanctions of OFCOM in relatron to the BBC; to
provide for determunation by the BBC of apegelated TV licence fee
comwessroms; B0 make providon about the regulation of direct marketing: to
make other provision about OFCOM and its hunctions; to make provision
abount internet filters; to make Proviseomn abwnal prevenimg oo rédind g the nae
of comnumecation devices m connection with drmg dealing oltences; to conber
power to create an offence of breaching lmdits on ticket sales; o make
provision about the payment of charges to the Information Comumssones; to
make |'-|.-r~'.'|rii:\-:|. about pavment systems and securities settlement systems; to
make provision aboul gqualifications in information technology; and foo
conmected purposes [27Fth April 2007]

E IT ENACTED by the Chaeens st Excellent Majesty, by and with the acdvice and
comsent of the Lords ‘:i"".rl.':l.l.lJ anid TNnJ'-.waI_ and Comnemons, in thas present
Parliament assembled, and h:,' Huuu:rlmurg.'w: Ehe sarmne, a5 follows: —
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“a permissive gateway to enable public
authorities to make information available to

researchers for the purpose of research
in the public interest’

“The Act identifies the Authority as the
body responsible for overseeing this
accreditation process”




Research Code of Practice and Accreditation
Criteria

33.1 The &ct makes it a condition of the disclosure of data that the research for

° C nf' d nt' | 't which the data is disclosed is in the public interest, For the purposes of
O I e Ia I y accrediting research projects the Authority interprets public interest in the
same way as “public good’, as set out in the Statistics and Registration Service
° Tra n S a re n C Act 2007 To secure accreditation, the primary purpose of a research project
p y miust theratore be to serve the public interest in ore or more of the following
Ways, to
* Eth d the |
I CS a n e aW = provide an evidence base for public policy decision-making;
= provide an evidence base for public service delivery;
u IC I n e reS + provide an evide ce base far .|'|-e'~|.'|'=.|::|r""-. which are likely to mgmrw?ml, benefit
the economy, society ar guality of lite of people in the UK, UK naticnals or
. . peaple bora in the LUK now living abroad:
¢ P rO pO rtl O n a | Ity = raplicate, validate, challenge o review existing research and proposed
research publications, including official statistics;
° ACC red itati O n - *;.lglii!.l,:arltl:,' extend understanding of social or ecanamic trends or events oy
improving knowledge or challenging widely accepted analyses; andfor
. = improve the quality, coverage or presentation of existing research, including
official or Mational Statistics.! 1l
* Retention and onward :

d IS Cl osure https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/digital-economy-act-2017-part-
5-codes-of-practice/research-code-of-practice-and-accreditation-criteria
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Benefits of the DEA Research Power

Researchers Data Owners Public
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Research Accreditation Panel Over 4,400 accredited

researchers from

across government,
Researchers / academia and the
De-identified data commercial sectors
Cross-UK network of Is made available
nine accredited to accredited
processing researchers.

environments,
supported by remote Processors

connectivity and the : esearch
SafePods Network ‘Datais . Over 300 accredited
processed by Accredited research projects,
accredited research projects details of which are
processors and are feasible, published on the UKSA
made available in ethical and in the N —
a secure public good.

environment.

Q UK Statistics
Authority



Support from the UK Statistics Authority

Ensure you demonstrate how
the research project serves
the public interest as set out
in the Research Code of
Practice and Accreditation
Criteria. Public interest should

o

Public Good:

13.1 Please describe how your research project will prowide a pubiic good Complete al the

sections that appoiy.

Describe how this research project will

Ensure you consider the
wider impact of your
research outputs and

Ethics Self-Assessment Tool

be articulated in a way that Public Good provide this public good explain how these outputs -
meets the required standard, Simall DUSINESS OWNETS are an naeasingly will inform policy and A of ‘1 - the public
as set out in this good important part of the workdorce, and often atract ision-maki seore uggest
practice exam;l]e preferential tax reatment and are targeted by a decision-making Public views are widely supportive of the project
: range of other policies. These are ofien justified by | processes. e -
Provide an evidence base for public the desire fo promole economic growth and boost

Provide as much detail as
possible about how your
analysis will provide a
public good, including
references to specific

policies or decisions that | assets) is estmated 1o cost the government in Only complete the Principle 5/ Score Score Justification
you anticipate the excess of £2 4 bilion a year public good 18|Pubilc views -
resea_rch will provide an ‘gt;ﬁre):iéa_g_;lﬁte or challenge: «—_ statements that apply 15| Public engagement
evidence base for. - S~ ", toyourresearch
Torepicate, valdgie orchallenge — ———_ — project.

policy decision-making

procuctivity, but can lead 1o costly tax avoidance
and a misallocation of people and capital .
This research project will provide vital eve

Provide an evidence base for public
service defivery

Provide an evidence base for decisions
which are likely to significanily benefil
the UK economy, society or quality of
life of peopie in the UK

We will be able t0 quantify the Costs and benefits of
vanous existing policies and polential reforms.
These have important implications for the
govemment finances and the wider economy
Favourable tax treaiment of small business can be

existing research

To significantly extend understanding of
social or economic frends or events by
Improving knowledge of challenging
widely accepled analyses

Small business owners have ac
growt in the workionce since

how policy affects both this trend,
and the economic impact of their growih is vitally

mportant

Research Project Application

The wider environment in which researchers operate should always be
considered. This does not mean that the public’s views must be sought for
every project, as this would be disproportionately time and resource
consuming, but an overall awareness of public acceptability must be
considered. Information from engagement events for similar projects, p
government initiatives, public polis and literature reviews are reasonable _~ )
alternatives to large public consultations, focus and expert groups yd

A score of ‘1" would mean that the . e of 5" means that No public

with the public or stakeholders L f the T

~  Omit this item when no public engagement is
required and can be clearly justified (e.g. for the
production of statistics as part of statutory
responsibilities; or the same, or a very similar,
research project has already completed public
consultation or public acceptability testing)

research involves regular engagement

it has been conducted, or

Guidance
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https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/the-authority-board/committees/national-statisticians-advisory-committees-and-panels/national-statisticians-data-ethics-advisory-committee/ethics-self-assessment-tool/
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/digitaleconomyact-research-statistics/better-useofdata-for-research-information-for-researchers/list-of-accredited-researchers-and-research-projects-under-the-research-strand-of-the-digital-economy-act/

Contact and Support:

Accessing Data via the DEA:
Ethics Self-Assessment Tool:

DEA Accredited Projects:

DEA Accredited Processors:

Email:
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https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/digitaleconomyact-research-statistics/better-useofdata-for-research-information-for-researchers/
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/the-authority-board/committees/national-statisticians-advisory-committees-and-panels/national-statisticians-data-ethics-advisory-committee/ethics-self-assessment-tool/
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/digitaleconomyact-research-statistics/better-useofdata-for-research-information-for-researchers/list-of-accredited-researchers-and-research-projects-under-the-research-strand-of-the-digital-economy-act/
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/digitaleconomyact-research-statistics/better-access-to-data-for-research-information-for-processors/list-of-digital-economy-act-accredited-processing-environments/
mailto:Research.Accreditation@Statitsics.gov.uk
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