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Research for the Public Good

“…primary legislation should be 
sought to provide a generic 
legal gateway for research 
and statistical purposes 
that enables efficient access to, 
and linkage between, 
administrative data held by 
different government departments, 
agencies and other statutory 
bodies.”



“a permissive gateway to enable public 
authorities to make information available to 
researchers for the purpose of research 

in the public interest”

“The Act identifies the Authority as the 
body responsible for overseeing this 

accreditation process”



Research Code of Practice and Accreditation 
Criteria
• Confidentiality
• Transparency
• Ethics and the law
• Public interest
• Proportionality
• Accreditation
• Retention and onward

disclosure https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/digital-economy-act-2017-part-
5-codes-of-practice/research-code-of-practice-and-accreditation-criteria



Benefits of the DEA Research Power



Research Accreditation Panel
Researchers

De-identified data 
is made available 

to accredited 
researchers.

Research
Accredited 

research projects 
are feasible, 

ethical and in the 
public good.

•Processors
•Data is 

processed by 
accredited 

processors and 
made available in 

a secure 
environment.

Over 4,400 accredited 
researchers from 

across government, 
academia and the 

commercial sectors

Over 300 accredited 
research projects, 
details of which are 

published on the UKSA 
website

Cross-UK network of 
nine accredited 

processing 
environments, 

supported by remote 
connectivity and the 
SafePods Network



Support from the UK Statistics Authority

Ethics Self-Assessment Tool

Research Project Application 
Guidance

https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/the-authority-board/committees/national-statisticians-advisory-committees-and-panels/national-statisticians-data-ethics-advisory-committee/ethics-self-assessment-tool/
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/digitaleconomyact-research-statistics/better-useofdata-for-research-information-for-researchers/list-of-accredited-researchers-and-research-projects-under-the-research-strand-of-the-digital-economy-act/


Contact and Support:
Accessing Data via the DEA: https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/digitaleconomyact-research-statistics/better-useofdata-

for-research-information-for-researchers/

Ethics Self-Assessment Tool: https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/the-authority-board/committees/national-statisticians-
advisory-committees-and-panels/national-statisticians-data-ethics-advisory-committee/ethics-self-assessment-tool/

DEA Accredited Projects: https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/digitaleconomyact-research-statistics/better-useofdata-for-
research-information-for-researchers/list-of-accredited-researchers-and-research-projects-under-the-research-strand-of-the-

digital-economy-act/

DEA Accredited Processors: https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/digitaleconomyact-research-statistics/better-access-to-
data-for-research-information-for-processors/list-of-digital-economy-act-accredited-processing-environments/

Email: Research.Accreditation@Statitsics.gov.uk

https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/digitaleconomyact-research-statistics/better-useofdata-for-research-information-for-researchers/
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/the-authority-board/committees/national-statisticians-advisory-committees-and-panels/national-statisticians-data-ethics-advisory-committee/ethics-self-assessment-tool/
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/digitaleconomyact-research-statistics/better-useofdata-for-research-information-for-researchers/list-of-accredited-researchers-and-research-projects-under-the-research-strand-of-the-digital-economy-act/
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/digitaleconomyact-research-statistics/better-access-to-data-for-research-information-for-processors/list-of-digital-economy-act-accredited-processing-environments/
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