
Data everywhere: supporting data 
discovery 



Data landscape 

What?
• National election studies
• Cross-national surveys
• National surveys
• Longitudinal studies 
• Qualitative research data
• Data on context & 

political outcomes

Where?
• National data services 
• Dedicated portals 
• Project websites
• Data sharing platforms
• Not shared



Consortium of 
European Social 
Science Data Archives

“enable the research 
community to conduct 
high-quality research”

• developing standards and best practices 
• facilitating access to important data resources





Archiving Discovery 
and reuse

National data services 

Activities include
• checking the quality of data and metadata
• maintaining catalogues 
• managing access to data through appropriate licensing 
• obtaining data 
• training for both those creating and using data



Data from national data services: some 
examples

General social surveys
• SOM surveys (Sweden)
• British Social Attitudes
• German General Social Survey (ALLBUS) 

Longitudinal studies 
• German Socio-Economic Panel (SOEP) 
• Swiss Household Panel (SHP): 
• UK: cohort studies such as Child Development Study (NCDS) – cohort study starting in 1958

Cross-national studies
• European Social Survey (through own portal)
• International Social Survey (Gesis)

Qualitative data
• Finland: Young People and Politics 2009: Essay Responses in Finnish (Access via Finnish Data 

Service – FSD) 



Catalogues



Standardised metadata and persistent 
identifers



Data citation?!

Why
• give credit the data creators 
• allow others to find the data

How
• enough information to 

locate the exact version of 
the data

• recommended citation 
(Digital Object Identifier 
(DOI))



cessda.eu



cessda.eu



CESSDA catalogue  & European Question 
Bank



CESSDA training – research data 
management 

https://www.cessda.eu/Research-
Infrastructure/Training/Research-Data-Management



CESSDA training - data discovery 



Questions, discussion, feedback

Do you know any good data resources?

Any suggestions for further training? 
• Anything you’ve found difficult about finding and 

accessing data? 
• Anything you would like to know more about?


