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 Our vision 

High quality population and migration statistics to 
inform decisions and improve lives. 



 

 
 

 

  

  
 

 
 

  
 

 

By combining the power of data collection and administrative data to tell us about who we 
are, where we live and how we live. 

Surveys, 
commercial 
and other 

data 

To provide a snapshot of 
the population where 
Census is uniquely 
placed to do so, 
providing input into 
regular statistics and a 
high value data asset. 

To improve the accuracy, 
frequency and range of 
regular population and 
migration statistics. 

To support a more efficient 
and high-quality Census. 

Fill gaps and 
provide additional 
insights. 

Admin 
data Census 

"Each will complement the other, 
strengthening our statistical system so that 
it is ready to adapt to the technological and 

social changes of the next decade.” Sir 
Robert Chote, June 2025 



 

 

 

 
   

 

   
 

   
   

Who? What? 
• Central government 
• Local government 
• Other public bodies and services 
• Devolved governments 
• Academics and researchers 
• Religious and faith groups 
• Charities 
• Business and industry 
• Media 
• Think tanks 
• Individuals 

• Forecasts and planning (eg government fiscal events, 
benefits forecasts, planning of services including education 
and health). 

• Funding allocation eg funding of devolved governments 
through the Block Grant Adjustment and Barnett 
Formula 

• Charities use our statistics to help target their support and 
help build a case for the funding they need 



Examples 





  

 
 

 
 
   

 
 

Planned Developments 
• Veterans: Estimates by Local Authority 28 August (in development) 
• Longitudinal: We are planning a launch event 15 October to promote the 

availability of new data 
• International Migration: Method updates will be published 14 November (in 

advance of November estimates). 
• Income: Developing plans Household Finance and income, aim to publish 

Small Area Income Estimates by end of the year 
• Households: Number and size of households by LA in December, date tbc. 

In development output, including quality and methods information. 
• Provisional population estimates: Developing a method with the aim of 

publishing provisional estimates in Winter 25/26, providing an early 
indication which will be updated in Summer 2026. 



   

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Topic Consultation Vision and Objectives 
• If the recommendation is accepted by government, ONS will conduct a Topic Consultation 

in Autumn 2025. 
The topic consultation will build on our understanding of user needs to support the 
development of the population and migration statistical system including the 2031 

Census and beyond 
Through the consultation we will: 

Evaluate 
requirements for 

topic data 

Build on past 
consultations and 
what users have 
already told us 

Create robust 
questions to give 

us strong 
evidence base 

Identify and 
address gaps in 

our 
understanding 

Consider 
harmonisation 

needs 

Explore 
sentiment around 
alternative data 

Collaborate and 
align with 
Devolved 

Governments 

Official Sensitive 



 

Contact: 
• Please email: 

pop.info@ons.gov.uk 
• Sign up to our monthly 

newsletter 

Official Sensitive 

mailto:email pop.info@ons.gov.uk 
mailto:email pop.info@ons.gov.uk 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKONS/subscriber/new?preferences=true%22%20/l%20%22tab1%22


Questions 


