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World Bank Data Day 2019 . See  h ttps:/ / b logs.worldbank.org / en / openda ta / da ta -day-da ta -decade
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Globa l Ind igenous Da ta  Alliance  (GIDA), Indigenous Peoples’ Rights in Data . h ttps:/ / www.g ida -
g loba l.org / da ta -righ ts



better 
q u a lity d a ta

im p a c tfu l 
e vid e n c e

a vo id  c o s tly 
fa ilu re s

improving 
strength of 

findings

demonstrating 
importance of 

research

saving public 
money



how do we
get there?
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UK stats world
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Office  for Sta tistics Regula tion , What we do . h ttps:/ / osr.sta tis ticsau thority.gov.uk/ wha t-we-do/
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UK Data  Se rvice , What is the Five Safes framework? h ttps:/ / ukda ta se rvice .ac.uk/ he lp / se cu re -lab / wha t-is-
the -five -sa fe s-fram ework/
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Jean  Jacques Rousseau  (1762), The Social Contract
h ttps:/ / www.m arxists .org / re fe rence / su bject/ econom ics/ rousseau / socia l-con tract/ ch04.h tm



you have to ask people



individual consent?

15



16

Kröger, Jacob  Leon  and  Lutz, Otto  Hans-Martin  and  Ullrich , Ste fan , The Myth of Individual Control: 
Mapping the Limitations of Privacy Self -management (Ju ly 7, 2021). Ava ilab le  a t SSRN: 
h ttps:/ / ssrn .com / abstract=3881776



collective 
data governance
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Viljoen , Sa lom e , A Relational Theory of Data Governance (Novem ber 11, 2020). Ya le  Law Journa l, 
Forthcom ing , Ava ilab le  a t SSRN: h ttps:/ / ssrn .com / abstract=3727562 or 
h ttp :/ / dx.doi.org / 10.2139/ ssrn .3727562



19

Living  with  Da ta  (2022), Data matters are human matters: summary of Living With Data findings . 
h ttps:/ / livingwithda ta .org / re sources/ da ta -m a tte rs-a re -hum an-m a tte rs-sum m ary-of-living-with -da ta -find ings/



“it depends”
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The public expect
public data to be used
for public good …

… with appropriate 
safeguards
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privacy e th ic s e xp lo ita tio n

is my data 
protected from 

those who 
could harm me?

is our data 
being used to 

bring benefits?

is our data just 
benefiting the 

rich and 
powerful?



public opinion is
diverse and
context - dependent
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you have to ask people
specifically about your research
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Connected  by Da ta  (2025), How can we ensure public data is shared in the public interest?
h ttps:/ / connecte dbyda ta .org / re sources/ case -study-cag



■ seen as an add on / barrier

■ ru b b e r s ta m p  la te  in  th e  p ro c e s s

■ e a s y- to - re a c h  p a rtic ip a n ts
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■ time / cost

■ re p re s e n ta tio n  /  le g itim a c y

■ u n c o m fo rta b le  tru th s
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can you do better?
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one step at a time
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Unive rsity of Read ing  (2023), Participatory Action Research: A Toolkit . 
h ttps:/ / re sea rch .read ing .ac.uk/ com m unity-base d-re sea rch / pa rticipa tory-action -re sea rch -a -toolkit/



31

Mate rn ity Engagem ent Action  (2024), Findings from a community research initiative led by Black 
mothers in Birmingham . h ttps:/ / m a te rn ityen gagem en t.uk/ cam pa ign / see -m e-hea r-m e-2024/
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Federa tion  of In te rna tiona l Associa tion  for Pub lic Pa rticipa tion  (2024), IAP2 Spectrum of Public 
Participation h ttps:/ / www.iap2.org / page / p illa rs
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Are  you  ready 
to  listen to 

your public?

Are  you  ready 
to  support 
your public 
to express 

their views?

Are  you  ready 
to  take your 

public’s 
views into 
account?

Are  you  ready 
to  let your 

public join in 
your decision 

making 
processes?

Are  you  ready 
to  share 

some of your 
power with 
your public?

Adapted  from  Harry Sh ie r (2001) 
Pathways to Participation
h ttps:/ / organ izingengagem en t.org / m ode ls / pa t
hways-to-pa rticipa tion /



what did you do 
differently as a result?
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Public Engagem ent and  Da ta  Resea rch  In itia tive  (PEDRI) h ttps:/ / www.pe dri.org .uk/
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Office  for Sta tistics Regula tion , Code of Practice for Statistics . h ttps:/ / code .sta tisticsau thority.gov.uk/



In summary…



Data should be used
for public good
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We can’t claim public good
without involving the public
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One step at a time

40



Thank you
@JeniT jeni@connectedbydata.org
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