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Roadmap

Who What Where

… are we? … data are available  … to find and 

via the UK Data access data, 

Service? resources and 

help? 



What is the UK Data Service?

• a comprehensive resource funded 

by the ESRC

• a single point of access to a wide 

range of secondary social science 

data 

• access, support, training and 

guidance



UK Data Service

ukdataservice.ac.uk

http://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/


Events page

slides of today

webinar recordings



Who is it for?

• academic researchers and students

• government analysts

• charities and foundations

• business consultants

• independent research centres

• think tanks



Data sources

• official agencies - mainly central government

• international statistical time series

• individual academics - research grants

• market research agencies

• public records/historical sources

• access to international data via links with other data 

archives worldwide



Types of data collections

• survey microdata
cross-sectional

panel/ longitudinal

international microdata

• aggregate statistics

international macrodata

• Census data
aggregate data

flow data

microdata

boundary data

• qualitative/ mixed methods data
in-depth interview transcripts, diaries, anthropological field notes, 

answers to open-ended survey questions, audio-visual 

recordings and images 



UK Surveys InternationalLongitudinal

large-scale 

government 

funded 

surveys

Census Business

major UK 

surveys 

following 

individuals 

over time

multi-nation 

aggregate 

databanks 

and survey 

data

range of 

multimedia 

qualitative 

and mixed 

methods data 

Census data 

1961 – 2011

microdata

Qualitative

Administra-

tive

records for 

admin. data, 

for which 

ADRN has 

negotiated 

researcher 

access

Controlled 

International 

Microdata

IAB

CASD

1) Open data

(786)

2) Safeguarded 

data (6,985)

3) Controlled data 

(224):

- Secure Lab 

data, remote 

access

(176)

- Secure Lab 

data,  Safe Room 

access

(48)

Data @ the UK Data Service (8,107 studies)

http://www.esds.ac.uk/government/
http://www.esds.ac.uk/international/
http://www.esds.ac.uk/longitudinal/
http://www.esds.ac.uk/government/
http://www.esds.ac.uk/longitudinal/
http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata
http://www.esds.ac.uk/qualidata
http://www.esds.ac.uk/longitudinal/


Key data

ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data.aspx


IDAN



International controlled microdata -

CASD

• In cooperation with the French Secure Access Data 

Centre (CASD - Data of the Centre d'Accès Sécurisé

aux Données), the UK Data Service has set up a secure 

data access point within the UK Data Service Safe 

Room at the University of Essex to facilitate on-site 

direct remote access to the CASD data from UK.

• Data: https://www.casd.eu/en/available-data-on-casd/

• To apply for data access, contact: service@casd.eu

https://www.casd.eu/en/available-data-on-casd/
mailto:service@casd.eu


CASD data (269)
Themes:
• Agriculture

• Births – Fertility

• Business demography

• Characteristics of enterprises

• Construction

• Couples, Families, Households

• Deaths, Mortality, Life expectancy

• Economic outlook

• Education, training, skills

• Employment, labour force

• Environment

• Foreigners, Immigrants

• Globalisation, competitiveness and innovation

• Health, handicap, dependency

• Household consumption and ownership rates

• Housing

• Income, Living standards, purchasing power

• Population, change and structure

• Public finance

• Safety, justice

• Social protection, pensions

• Society, social life, elections

• Transportation

• Unemployment

• Wages and salaries

Producer list includes:
• Insee (NSI)

• Ministry of Labour (DARES)

• Ministry of Environment (SDES)

• Central Agency for Social Security (ACOSS)

• Institute for Research and Information in Health 

Economics (IRDES)

• Ministry of Finance (DGFiP)

• Ministry of Justice (SDSE)

• Public Investment Bank (BPIFrance)

• National housing information agency

• Hospital stays (PMSI)

• Directorate General for Enterprise (DGE) 



International controlled microdata - IAB

• Provision of Safe Room Remote Desktop Access 

• UK Data Service – IAB 
(Institute for 
Employment Research),
Germany 

• Datasets available via UK Data Service Safe Room:
IAB RDC on-site use files, 
https://fdz.iab.de/en/FDZ_Overview_of_Data.aspx

https://fdz.iab.de/en/FDZ_Overview_of_Data.aspx


IAB/FDZ data

https://fdz.iab.de/en/FDZ_Overview_of_Data.aspx

https://fdz.iab.de/en/FDZ_

Overview_of_Data.aspx

https://fdz.iab.de/en/FDZ_Overview_of_Data.aspx
https://fdz.iab.de/en/FDZ_Overview_of_Data.aspx


Longitudinal data at UKDS – some examples

• 1958 National Child Development Study (NCDS)

• 1970 British Cohort Study (BCS70) 

• Millennium Cohort Study (MCS) 

• British Household Panel Survey (BHPS)

• Understanding Society/

UK Household Longitudinal Study (UKHLS)

• Families and Children Study (FACS)

• English Longitudinal Study of Ageing (ELSA)

• Next Steps (LSYPE 1) (Longitudinal Study of Young people in 

England - LSYPE) (1989-90)

• Our Future (LSYPE 2) 

• Growing Up in Scotland (GUS)

• CLOSER (Cohort and Longitudinal Studies Enhancement 

Resources)



COVID-19 data



Finding data



Search 1 – Key data



Search 2 – Data Catalogue: Studies and Series

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/data

catalogue/studies#!?Search=mental

%20health&Page=1&Rows=10&Sort

=1&DateFrom=440&DateTo=2021

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies#!?Search=mental%20health&Page=1&Rows=10&Sort=1&DateFrom=440&DateTo=2021


Search 3 – Data Catalogue: Series 

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/series#!?Search=mental%20health&Page=1&R

ows=10&Sort=1&DateFrom=440&DateTo=2021

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/series#!?Search=mental%20health&Page=1&Rows=10&Sort=1&DateFrom=440&DateTo=2021


Data access



Who can access the data?

All registered users

However, which data can be accessed and the

particular access conditions vary according to:

• user type
(UK HE/FE, Non HE/FE, Non UK)

• usage/project characteristics 
(Commercial, non-commercial)

• specific data access conditions attached to
chosen data

(EUL, SC, SL (AR), Secure Lab data access, 
Safe Room access)



Data access

• web access to data and metadata

• data are freely available for use in higher education 
institutions

• data supplied in a variety of formats

- statistical package formats (e.g. SPSS, STATA) 

- databases and spreadsheets

- word processed documents, PDF documents etc.



Accessing data – step by step

• register with us via UK Federation using your university/UKDA 

username and password 

• agree to an End User Licence (EUL)

• select the desired data from the Data Catalogue by clicking on the 

‘Download/Order’ button

• specify a project for which the data is to be used (minimum: 30-word 

description)

• then: 

- download the data to local machine selecting your preferred format 

(SPSS, STATA, TAB etc.)

or

- place an order for the data (SC, if no online 

agreement; SL) and complete all relevant forms



Download and order data

ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/how-to-access/downloadorder.aspx

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/how-to-access/downloadorder.aspx


Secure Lab data, remote access

• Access via web-based interface that uses secure encrypted 

Citrix Virtual Private Network technology

• Data not downloadable, access remotely from organisational 

desktop (or UKDA Safe Room)

• Outputs subject to Statistical Disclosure Control (SDC) 



Our data collections by access level

Data access conditions Access level

Open Licence Open (786)

End User Licence (EUL)

[Authentication]

Safeguarded (6985)

Special Conditions (SC)

[Authentication]

Special Licence (SL) 

[Authentication, Accredited 

Researcher Status]

Secure Lab Data Access (remote) 

[Authentication, Accredited 

Researcher Status, Training + Test]

Controlled (224)

Secure Lab Data Safe Room Access 

(on-site)

[Authentication, Accredited 

Researcher Status, Training + Test]

The Government 

Statistical Service 

Policy for the 

release of social 

survey microdata 

ensures compliance 

with the

- Code of Practice 

for Official Statistics 

(CoP), 

- Statistics and 

Registration Service 

Act (SRSA), 2007.

ons.gov.uk/methodology/meth

odologytopicsandstatisticalco

ncepts/disclosurecontrol/polic

yforsocialsurveymicrodata

https://www.ons.gov.uk/methodology/methodologytopicsandstatisticalconcepts/disclosurecontrol/policyforsocialsurveymicrodata


Support and resources



• video tutorials/webinars

• student resources, 
data skills modules

• case studies

• guides

• themes

• advice on managing and sharing data

• teaching data and resources

• helpdesk, individual user support

Support and resources

ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/data-skills-modules.aspx

https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/data-skills-modules.aspx


Video tutorials

ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/tutorials

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/tutorials.aspx


Case studies

ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/data-in-use

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/data-in-use


Case studies

beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/impact/case-studies/



Teaching with data

ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/teaching

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/teaching


Help

ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/faq

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/faq.aspx


Contact

• Helpdesk: 

ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/get-in-touch

Tel: 01206 872143

• Subscription emails, Twitter and Youtube:

Subscribe to UK Data Service emails: 
jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=UKDATASERVICE

Twitter: twitter.com/UKDataService

Youtube: youtube.com/user/UKDATASERVICE

User support: support@ukdataservice.ac.uk

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/get-in-touch.aspx
https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=UKDATASERVICE
https://twitter.com/UKDataService
http://www.youtube.com/user/UKDATASERVICE
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