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WWhhaatt iiss tthhee SSLLSS?? 
The Scottish Longitudinal Study (SLS) is a large-scale, anonymised linkage study created 
using data from current Scottish administrative and statistical sources. 

The SLS is designed to capture 5.5% of the Scottish population 
The SLS sample is selected using 20 semi- random birthdates
It is a joint project between NRS & University of Edinburgh

Sample size much larger than most surveys 
±270,000 traced SLS members and ±505,000 household members 

Representative of the Scottish population
No age limits (babies-oldest old) & includes communal establishments

Covers many areas of interest
Demography, economic and social issues, health, housing, mortality, migration, fertility etc

Can be linked with detailed geographical information
Users can provide look-up tables relevant to their research projects



WWhhaatt ddaattaa aarree 
iinncclluuddeedd??

The main data included are:

Census data (1991, 2001 & 2011)

Births, deaths and marriages (from 1991 
onwards)

Migration information (from GP registration 
data)

School education information (from 2007 
onwards)

Weather and pollution data for each part of 
Scotland 

Measures of how populated/rural an area is 

Measures of area-level deprivation  (SIMD, 
Carstairs, etc)

Data from NHS Scotland may also be linked into 
the SLS, however further approvals are 
required to access this data. 





Religion in the SLS

Only 2001 & 2011 has questions on religion, 
not Census 1991.

The questions on religion were not 
compulsory, so there may be selectivity in the 
response on these variables.



Religion questions  
in the SLS - 2001

What religion, religious denomination or body 
do you belong to? (RELIGP0) (94% valid 
response rate)

What religion, religious denomination 
or body were you brought up in? 
(RELIGR0) (91% valid response rate)



What religion do you belong to? 
Religion, 2001 (RELIGP0)

Code Name Number %
-666 Inadequately described 13638 5.14

-888 NCR (non-resident students) 857 0.32

1 Roman Catholic 41663 15.71

20 Church of Scotland 113304 42.74

300 Buddhist 349 0.13

301 Hindu 275 0.10

302 Muslim (Islam) 2164 0.82

303 Sikh 430 0.16

304 Jewish 337 0.13

701 Other Christian - Tick Only (Scotland Only) 1106 0.42

702 Other Christian - Tick and Text (Scotland Only) 11511 4.34

703 Other Christian - Text Only (Scotland Only) 5459 2.06

704-706 Another Religion 1361 0.51

899 None 72675 27.41

Total 265129 100



For a subset of adults cross-tab of: 
What religion were you brought up in? 
(RELIGR0) by What religion do you belong 
to? Religion, 2001 (RELIGP0)

RELIGR0_G RELIGP0

Roman 
Catholic   

Church of 
Scotland  Buddhist Hindu      Muslim 

(Islam)     
Sikh          Jewish     �other� None         

Roman Catholic    30,000 750 450 4,200
Church of Scotland            1,000 86,200 2,300 16,900
Buddhist 100
Hindu      200
Muslim (Islam)     1,350 50
Sikh          300
Jewish     250
None         450 1,350 1,050 25,100

Source: SLS
Note: rounded to nearest 50, for SDC reasons & small numbers blank does not mean zero it can also be up to 49 

Raised religion. 2001.

Practising religion. 2001.



Religion questions  
in the SLS - 2011

What religion, religious denomination or body 
do you belong to? (RELIGION1)

What religion, religious denomination 
or body were you brought up in? 
(RELIGR0)



Religion group (Scotland). 
2011
(RELPS1)

1 / None 98087
2 / Church of Scotland 89660

3 / Roman catholic 42260

4 / Other Christian 14570

5 / Buddhist 575
6 / Hindu 754
7 / Jewish 285
8 / Muslim 3610
9 / Sikh 520
10 / Other religion or body 770
11 / Not stated 17626
-88 / No code required 721



Exploring sectarianism 
through inter-sectarian 
partnerships (upbringing)

��many people without a Catholic background will have 
Catholics who are part of their extended family, and 
similarly many Catholics will have Protestant family 
members. This would be expected to reduce sectarian 
discrimination and conflict.� 

(pg. 1950)

Raab, G. and Holligan, C., 2012. Sectarianism: myth or social reality? Inter-sectarian partnerships in Scotland, evidence from the Scottish longitudinal 
study. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 35(11), pp.1934-1954.



Equality legislation and religious 
group differences in health

��mmoorrttaalliittyy ddiiffffeerreennttiiaallss 

aammoonngg rreelliiggiioouuss ggrroouuppss 

aarree nnoott ccoonnssiisstteenntt aaccrroossss 

SSccoottllaanndd aanndd NNoorrtthheerrnn 

IIrreellaanndd��IInn SSccoottllaanndd,, 

CCaatthhoolliiccss rreemmaaiinn aatt aa 

ggrreeaatteerr ssoocciioo--eeccoonnoommiicc 

ddiissaaddvvaannttaaggee rreellaattiivvee ttoo 

PPrrootteessttaannttss tthhaann iinn 

NNoorrtthheerrnn IIrreellaanndd aanndd aarree 

aallssoo aatt mmoorrttaalliittyy 

ddiissaaddvvaannttaaggee.. TThheessee 

ddiissaaddvvaannttaaggeess mmaayy rreessuulltt 

ffrroomm sseeccttaarriiaann 

ddiissccrriimmiinnaattiioonn aaccttiinngg oonn 

aa mmuucchh ssmmaalllleerr mmiinnoorriittyy 

ggrroouupp tthhaatt iiss wwiitthhoouutt tthhee 

pprrootteeccttiioonn ooff tthhee wweellll--

eessttaabblliisshheedd aannttii--

ddiissccrriimmiinnaattiioonn 

lleeggiissllaattiioonn eennaacctteedd iinn 

NNoorrtthheerrnn IIrreellaanndd..�� ((ppgg.. 

3377))

Source: Wright, D.M., Rosato, M., Raab, G., Dibben, C., Boyle, P. and O�reilly, D., 2017. Does equality legislation reduce intergroup differences? Religious 
affiliation, socio-economic status and mortality in Scotland and Northern Ireland: A cohort study of 400,000 people. Health & place, 45, pp.32-38.



Migration and religion in 
Scotland

Source: van Dijck, J., Feijten, P. and Boyle, P., 2010. Migration and Religion in Scotland. LSCS Working paper series

� In general, religious people move 
significantly less often than people who do 
not count themselves as religious

� Members of the Church of Scotland or the 
Roman Catholic church move less often than 
non-religious people. 

� Controlling for other influences, Catholics are 
less likely to migrate than Protestants. 

� Controlling for several other influences it was 
found that people between the age 16 � 26 
who have moved from a rural to an urban 
area between 1991 and 2001 are more likely 
to have become secular than people who 
have migrated in other directions.
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Thanks for listening!
Any questions or comments to:

@ed.ac.uk
or 

@nrscotland.gov.uk


