
ukdataservice.ac.uk

Introductory 
Guide to the 
Living Costs 
and Food 
Survey



 
 

 



 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=6385#documentation
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/series/series?id=2000028
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/series/series?id=2000028
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=6385#!/documentation#documentation


 UK Data Service – Introductory Guide to the Living Costs and Food Survey 

 

information on certain large, infrequent expenditures such as those on vehicles. The 
results also include information from simplified diaries kept by children aged between 7 
and 15. 

 Expenditure captured by the LCF is classified using European Standard Classification of 
Individual Consumption by Purpose (COICOP), in place of the codes used in the FES and 
NFS, which were unique to the two surveys. More introductory information about the LCF 
is contained in the User Guide Volume A. 

 

1.1 Sample design  

The LCF sample design for Great Britain is based on a multi-stage stratified random sample 
with clustering. It is drawn from the Small Users file of the Postcode Address File (PAF) - the 
Post Office’s list of addresses. All Scottish offshore islands and the Isles of Scilly are excluded 
from the sample because of excessive interview travel costs. Postal sectors are the primary 
sample unit. Six hundred and seventy two postal sectors are randomly selected during the 
year after being  arranged in strata defined by Government Office Regions (sub-divided into 
metropolitan and non-metropolitan areas) and two 2001 Census variables – socio-economic 
group and ownership of cars. These stratifiers were introduced in the 1996/1997 Family 
Expenditure Survey. The Northern Ireland sample is drawn as a random sample of addresses 
from the Valuation and Lands Agency list.  

The survey is continuous, interviews being spread evenly over the year to ensure that 
seasonal effects are covered. Further information on sampling can be found in the User Guide 
Volume A of the LCF documentation.   

 

1.2 Accessing the data 

To access UK Data Service supported datasets such as the LCF, all users must register with 
the UK Data Service. You will need a username and password to register. If you are from a UK 
higher education institution your usual central username and password will suffice, allowing 
you to authenticate using the UK Access Management Federation. If in doubt, contact your 
local IT service.   
 
If you do not have a username and password issued by a UK HE/FE institution, you will need 
to apply for a UK Data Archive username and password. If you need further advice go to Login 
help on the UK Data Service website. 
 
Once registered, users can download/order the datasets direct from the UK Data Service 
website (usually in SPSS, Stata or tab-delimited formats) via our Data Catalogue. 
 
All users requiring data for non-commercial purposes can download data free of charge. 
Where data is required for commercial purposes fees apply. See Charges on the UK Data 
Service website for more information. 
 

1.3 Documentation 

The LCF is a more complex survey than some others, and reading around the data will lessen 
the risk of misunderstanding the nature of the datasets.   
 
The UK Data Service website provides the Data Catalogue, from where you can access the 
data directly. It also provides additional material to help LCF users. 

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=7272#!/documentation#documentation
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=7272#!/documentation#documentation
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=7272#!/documentation#documentation
https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/how-to-access/registration
https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/how-to-access/registration/otherukusers
https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/faq/loginregistration
https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/faq/loginregistration
https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/how-to-access/charges
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Diary

- coded expenditure items

Questionnaire

- responses (e.g. ElecPay )

- wkly equivalents (e.g. DVEAC)

Raw files

- rawhh

- rawper

Derived files

- DVHH

- dvper

- dvdry_set114

- etc.

c-codes

a, b codes; 

p-codes & 

(c-codes)
1.Aggregation

2.Calculation

3.Direct copy
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sum of quantity x weight x 1

sum of household people x weight 2

http://archive.defra.gov.uk/evidence/statistics/foodfarm/food/familyfood/method/index.htm
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sum of number of purchases x portion size x weight x 1

sum of household people x weight 2

Defra code Description FSA Subcode Name

35001 Soild chocolate 35001A  Milk chocolate

35001B  Plain chocolate

35001C  White chocolate

35001D  Fruit and nut chocolate

35001E  Cooking chocolate

35001 - Solid chocolate

35001A  Milk chocolate  (67%)

35001B  Plain chocolate  (7%)

35001C  White chocolate  (6%)

35001D  Fruit and nut chocolate  (18%)

35001E  Cooking chocolate  (2%)



sum of quantity x weight x nutrient coefficient x 1 x 1

sum of household people x weight 2 7
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